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over the whole of Southern Asia, especially in India, and extending to the Malay Archipelago. It belongs to the sub-order of venomous Colubrine snakes (Proteroglypha), in which the fangs borne on the upper jaw are

Cobnuts (Corylus tubulosa). i, Nut; 2, 3, Sections of Nut'.

not perforated by a complete canal, but possess simply an anterior groove down which the poison trickles. The cobra is a large snake, 5 ft. or more in length; the color varies considerably from pale yellow to dark olive; one variety has spectacle-like black markings on its neck. By the dilatation of the anterior ribs during excitement the neck

Cobra.

can be distended so as to produce a hood-like appearance. Though essentially land animals, and fond of concealing themselves among old masonry, stone heaps, and the like, the cobras can swim and climb with ease. The bite of the cobra is as usual accom-

panied by the compression of one of the salivary glands modified as a poison bag. The secretion trickles down the grooves of the fangs, and entering the wound produces rapid nervous paralysis, from which recovery is extremely rare. To the same genus belong the hooded cobra or asp of Africa (Naia haje), and the large and very dangerous Hamadryad, King Cobra (Naja bungarus) or Krait of India, Southern China, etc.

Coburg, town, Germany, one of the alternate capitals of the duchy of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, at the southern foot of the Thuring-ian Forest; 33 m. by rail n.e. of Bamberg. Immediately opposite to the Ducal Castle is the Court Garden, on the slope of a hill, at the summit of which is the fortress, 525 ft. above the town. It is now converted into a museum of art and antiquities. For some little time in 1530 it was Luther*s refuge, and successfully defied Wallenstein's attacks in 1632; p. 24,701.

Coburg Peninsula (50 m. e. to w. and 20 m. n. to s.), the most northerly part of Australia.

Coca, the dried leaves of a South American shrub, Erythroxylon Coca, which grows from three to six ft. high, and is cultivated

Loca.

i, Flower; 2, Calyx and pistil; 3, petal; 4, fruit.

not only in South America, but also in Ceylon, Java, and India. The lanceolate leaves have a very pronounced midrib, a faintly aromatic and bitter taste, and furnish an important narcotic and stimulant. Coca has been in use from a very remote period among the Indians of South America, and was extensively cultivated before the Spanish Con-